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Summary

Forests and greenspaces provide essential goods and services, economic activity, and ecological diversity to millions of people
in Europe and China. Understanding public perceptions of ecosystem services (ES) provided by forests and greenspaces is
vital in a time when ecosystems globally are affected by climate change, biodiversity loss and in the midst of a human health
crisis. This report aims to provide a comprehensive picture of public perceptions and demands towards forests and
greenspaces as nature-based solutions (NBS). For NBS to be successfully implemented and managed, it is essential that they
are accepted by the public and their users. This study was commissioned in the context of the European Commission
HORIZON 2020 research project ?Collaborative Learning in Research, Information-sharing and Governance on How Urban
forest-based solutions support Sino-European urban future? (CLEARING HOUSE). The survey questionnaire used to quantify
public perceptions and demands towards forest and greenspace ES in 33 countries in Europe and China was designed in
collaborative process between several external and project partners. Chapter 3.1 addresses public perceptions of ES as well
as ecosystem disservices (EDS), preferences towards landscape aesthetics and frequency of forest and greenspace visits in
33 countries in Europe. The following chapter 3.2 conveys the same information in the context of 18 provinces in China. The
outcomes from China and Europe are summarised and compared in chapter 4. The public frequently viewed regulating ES
(e.g., air quality, carbon storage, biodiversity protection) and cultural ES (e.g., employment, recreation, spiritual services) as
more important than provisioning ES (e.g., timber production, wild foods, hunting game). The most important ES were air
quality, habitat, and aesthetics in Europe, while it was air quality, human health, and aesthetics in China. All EDS (e.g., air
pollution, infrastructure issues, health issues) perceived to be of little importance compared to ES. In China, the most important
EDS was perceived to be human health meaning the issue that forests and greenspaces can be a source of health risks (e.g.,
wildlife/insect bites, allergies). The most important EDS in Europe was security issues meaning forests and greenspaces being
unsafe because of uncontrolled pet dogs, risk of crime, falling branches. In European countries, the preferred image of a
woodland in terms of aesthetics in the city is clos...
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